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Housekeeping

• All attendees in listen-only mode

• Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

• Slides and recording will be made available later



Agenda

• Upcoming webinars

• Mask and eye protection

• Testing requirements in nursing homes

• LTC Reopening REDCap 

• FAQ from last week

• Open Q & A

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.



IDPH webinars

Slides and recordings will be made available after the sessions.

Friday Brief Updates and Open Q&A

Friday, Sept.18th; 1:00 to 1:30 pm https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTI

D=ed24879cda41b3252322f3b41284ec74d

Friday, Sept.25th;  1:00 to 1:30 pm https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTI

D=e7b843af115911fdbf0f93b4abab17286

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=ed24879cda41b3252322f3b41284ec74d
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e7b843af115911fdbf0f93b4abab17286


Mask and Eye Protection

• Consider use of a mask and eye protection for all direct care1

• Goggles that fit tight with no gaps

• Face shields that wrap around the side of the face

– Advantage: Cover the eyes, face, and the mask/respirator

1. Weber, D.J., Hayden, M.K., Wright, S.B. Murthy, A.R., Babcock, H., Guzman-Cottrill, J. Haessler, S.,
Rock, C., Van Schooneveld, T., Forde, C.A., Logan, L.K., Malani, A., Henderson, D.K. for the SHEA
Board of Trustees. Universal Pandemic Precautions

2. Perencevich EN, Diekema DJ, Edmond MB. Moving personal protective
equipment into the community: face shields and containment of COVID-19. JAMA.
Published online April 29, 2020. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.7477 



Respiratory Protection Programs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAnZNvGqa34

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAnZNvGqa34


Testing

• “CMS will temporarily exercise 
enforcement discretion for the 
duration of the COVID-19 public 
health emergency under CLIA for 
the use of SARS-CoV-2 POC antigen 
tests on asymptomatic individuals.  
Specifically, CMS will not cite 
facilities with a CLIA Certificate of 
Waiver when SARS-CoV-2 POC 
antigen tests are performed on 
asymptomatic individuals, as 
described in the FDA FAQ”



CMS-required* staff testing in nursing homes

*CMS, QSO-20-38-NH and CMS-3401-IFC (interim final rule with comment period) 

- Per 9/8 CMS call, Dr. Fleisher said state data can be used for the county 
positivity rate if it is newer and better

- IDPH county data is more up-to-date than CMS’. 

- Ensure that you document the data source and rate along with your testing

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/02/2020-19150/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-clinical-laboratory-improvement-amendments-clia-and-patient
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics


Point-of-Care Testing Reporting Requirements

• Facility must report all POC testing results to public health authorities, per 
federal requirements.* This includes:

– Each positive and negative test result via Illinois’ National Electronic Disease 
Surveillance System (I-NEDSS) within 24 hours of test completion

– Aggregate testing numbers by 9:30am daily to an IDPH portal 

– Each positive test result to their certified local health department. Facilities 
should also report all individual test results from mass screening to their 
certified local health department in batch format (“line list”)

*COVID-19 Pandemic Response, Laboratory Data Reporting: CARES Act Section 18115:  https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-

laboratory-data-reporting-guidance.pdf

CMS, QSO-20-37-CLIA, NH: https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-37-clianh.pdf

https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/infectious-diseases/infectious-disease-reporting
https://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=9YAK8W94XH
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-laboratory-data-reporting-guidance.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-37-clianh.pdf


I-NEDSS Registration

• Facilities need to register as an I-NEDSS reporter before starting POC
testing

– Recommend that each facility have more than one person register

– Those who previously gained XDRO registry access should have 
access to I-NEDSS already

– If I-NEDSS access is not received prior to testing, please call your local 
health department to report positive cases

• I-NEDSS is housed within the IDPH Web Portal



Request an IDPH Web Portal Account

Apply for access at: http://portalhome.dph.illinois.gov/

http://portalhome.dph.illinois.gov/


LTC reopening REDCap form

- Use this link the first time you submit 
your facility’s status: 
https://redcap.link/LTCreopening

- Upon submission, you will be emailed 
a unique link. Please use this unique 
link to update the same form when 
updating status. 

- You’ll also be emailed a PDF of your 
form.

https://redcap.link/LTCreopening


LTC reopening REDCap form

Use this unique link to update your form

- Facilities should now update the form when advancing or regressing phases.

- There may be changes to the form in the coming days.



FAQ from last week

• Q: Will we be getting any guidance on a risk assessment for medically 
necessary trips to decide if the resident will have to be on 14 day isolation 
upon return?

• Q: We are fortunate to have large activity rooms.  If we are in phase 2 or 3, can 
we hold an activity or event with more than 10 residents as long as all are 
socially distant?   

• Q: Do Assisted Livings also report positive cases through I-NEDSS?



Open Q&A

Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

Please do not resubmit a single question multiple times

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.



Reminders

• SIREN Registration

– To receive situational awareness from IDPH, please use this link to 
guide you to the correct registration instructions for your public 
health related classification: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren

• NHSN Data Assistance

–Contact Telligen: nursinghome@telligen.com

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren

