
COVID-19 Question and Answer Session
for Long-Term Care and Congregate Residential Settings

January 8th, 2021



Housekeeping

• All attendees in listen-only mode

• Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

• Slides and recording will be made available later



Agenda

• Upcoming Webinars
• Update to Reporting POC Test Results
• COVID-19 LTC Vaccination Toolkit
• COVID-19 Vaccination Data Reporting
• LTC Vaccination Program Progress
• CMS Statement on LTC Visits and Visitation
• Open Q & A

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.



IDPH webinars

Slides and recordings will be made available after the sessions.

Upcoming Friday Brief Updates and Open Q&A
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Friday, January 15th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e91474feeb4b08eac5
304c7f2e355905d

Friday, January 22nd https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=ea3eca54d5f2f0f381b
6b05a26bccec8c

Friday, January 29th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=eecf488703707600a6
63c6a8b89dce235

Previously recorded webinars can be viewed on the IDPH Portal 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e91474feeb4b08eac5304c7f2e355905d
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=ea3eca54d5f2f0f381b6b05a26bccec8c
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=eecf488703707600a663c6a8b89dce235
https://dph.partner.illinois.gov/communities/communicabledisease/CDAZ/Pages/COVID%2019%20CD%20Section%20Recorded%20Webinars.aspx


UPDATE: Reporting Point-of-Care (POC) Test Results

• Any facility conducting POC testing must 
report results to public health

• Update 12/28/20: CDC/CMS prefer that 
CMS-certified facilities use NHSN to report 
POC results, but are no longer required to 
use this pathway

• Use IDPH POC REDCap if not using NHSN

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-antigen-testing.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-antigen-testing.html


NEW: CDC LTC COVID-19 Vaccination Toolkit

Preparing 
Staff

Preparing 
Residents

Safety 
Monitoring 

and Reporting
FAQs

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/index.html


Example Resources for Encouraging LTC Staff Vaccination

Fact Sheet Poster Additional Strategies

- Record facility leaders 
getting vaccinated

- Have staff champions 
talk to colleagues

- Organize contests or 
incentives



LTC Vaccination FAQs

Benefits of 
Getting 

Vaccinated

Considerations 
Prior to Getting 

Vaccinated

Getting 
Vaccinated

After Getting 
Vaccinated

Infection Control 
& Testing 

Considerations

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/faqs.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/faqs.html


Example FAQs



Example FAQs



Example FAQs



NHSN Update - COVID-19 Vaccination Data Reporting

• New NHSN module available for facilities to track weekly COVID-19 vaccination data for 
residents and healthcare personnel.

• This reporting can help facilities monitor COVID-19 vaccination coverage over time. 

• Training and more information available here: https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-
vac/index.html



CMS Statement on LTC Visits & Vaccination 



Resident Rights

Comment:
“Any resident that receives their full set of Covid vaccines needs to be 
granted the right to leave the facility with their family or friends without 
restrictions or the need to be placed in quarantine when they return to the 
facility.” 

CMS Response:
• Please note that residents always have the right to leave a facility.  
• However, in order to prevent COVID-19 transmission, CMS does not 

recommend this and if a resident would like to leave the facility for more 
than 24 hours, we recommend facilities consider placing residents on 
transmission-based precautions upon return, which may include 
quarantine. 



Vaccination & Rationale for Vigilance
Comment:
Any resident that receives their full set of Covid vaccines needs to be granted the right to 

leave the facility with their family or friends without restrictions or the need to be placed 
in quarantine when they return to the facility. This would help limit the risk of exposure to 
residents that have choose not to take the vaccine while restoring some of the rights of 
those who have been vaccinated. 

CMS Response:
• As the vaccine is deployed, we are evaluating its impact on COVID-19 transmission and 

all of our guidance, especially the visitation guidance. 
• I can assure you, we want to enable more visitation between residents and their loved 

ones as soon as possible.
• Unfortunately at this time, even with the vaccine being deployed, the risk of transmission 

is still high and we need to maintain our existing vigilance and guidance to help prevent 
the transmission of COVID-19 as residents’ health and safety is our upmost priority. 

• That said, the moment we’ve determined we can make a change, we will issue new 
guidance through a CMS memorandum that can be applied to all nursing homes 
nationwide.



Open Q&A

Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

Please do not resubmit a single question multiple times

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.



Reminders
• SIREN Registration

• To receive situational awareness from IDPH, please use this link to guide you 
to the correct registration instructions for your public health related 
classification: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren

• NHSN Assistance:   
• Contact Telligen: nursinghome@telligen.com

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren
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